HOW TO EXPORT A DOG FROM INDIA TO EUROPE
People can take their animals with them.  With the new 2015 EU procedures the cost have increased to between Euro 500 and 1,000. It also requires organisation.

To fly with pets you have to organise the following:
- the dog needs to be micro-chipped. A vet needs to do this. At the Goa shelter the cost is INR 2,000. It is a five minute procedure.
- the animal needs to be vaccinated against rabies at 3 months. If the animal is not vaccinated before, it is best, but not essential, to give a booster after one month.
- again one month later a  blood sample of minimal 3ml has to be taken from the dog
- the blood sample has to be taken to a laboratory in within 1 hour after the sample was taken.
- the laboratory has to centrifuge the blood to produce serum a minimal of 1 ml (most labs can do this, it takes 20 minutes maximum and is often done for free).
- it is best to take the blood sample when the dog is on empty stomach (not eaten for 10 hours) as this will avoid the serum to become 'fatty'. Similarly, the person who takes the blood should be careful not to pull the blood in the syringe but to let it flow so the platelets stay in-tact, so the sample with not get bloody. If the serum is fatty (milky in colour) or bloody (pinkish), some laboratories reject it. The serum should be largely clear and yellowish in colour.
- the blood serum has to be stored in freezer (not in the fridge). In the freezer it can stay good for about 30 days, in the fridge about 7 days.
- the serum has to be taken to Europe and be send/given to one of the EU approved laboratory on the list here: http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/approved_establishments/other_laboratories_en.htm 
(any laboratory on the list is acceptable irrespective of the EU country to dog goes to)

- when the serum is taken to the EU it has to be packaged according to UN3373 regulations which is not difficult but has to be followed precisely (packing instructions and UN3373 labels attached)
- the EU approved laboratory will have do a rabies titre test on the serum to determine that the dog has sufficient anti-bodies against rabies.
- this test cost around Euro 60 and can be performed within 5 to 10 days.
- a test result of above 0.5IU/ml is acceptable to the dog to travel to any EU country
- however, after the test the dog has to stay another 3 months in India. The 3 months start from the day the blood sample has been taken.
- please contact the EU lab you are planning to used beforehand to ask what their specific procedures & cost are as you will have to fill in an application form beforehand.

- If the sample is packed as per EU regulations you can either send it by courier but not many couriers in India accept it or send with somebody who travels to Europe and that person arranges for delivery at the EU approved laboratory.
- It is best to give the serum frozen and put a few cool/ice packs with it so it stay cold during the flight. Ideally put the sample with the cool/ice packs in a cool box or bag but you can also wrap a few newspapers around it to isolate.
- The sample should be packed in the check-in luggage, not in the hand luggage. 
- If you arrive at the destination the serum is most likely no longer frozen but that is ok as long as you can keep it cold afterwards. Usually I arrange for a fresh cool/ice pack on arrival.  If not immediately taken to the laboratory store the sample in the freezer. The sooner the sample is brought to the laboratory the better as the quality deteriorates over time. 
Once the test result is good, you need:
- to make a pet passport 
- get a letter from a vet saying the animals is fit to travel
- fill in the EU pet import certificates  (as attached or can be downloaded here: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:02013R0577-20141229)
- it is advisable to double check the chip is still in place just before you leave (a vet can do this with a scanner)

This paperwork can be made easily.
- The dog needs to travel in an airline approved kennel. Most airlines will ask the kennel to be confirm IATA rulles which you can read here: 
http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/live-animals/pets/Pages/index.aspx 
- The most important requirement is that the kennel is large enough for the animal to turn around in. 
- The kennel needs to be labelled on all sides with a label stating the name of the owner, the name of the dog, the address&telephone in India and the address& telephone in the destination country
- during travel the animal can not be muzzled and  it is illegal to sedate the dog as it can be a danger to its health. Some animals get motion sickness and may vomit. If they are sedated they may not spit the vomit out and could choke on it. Note that some airlines still ask for sedation but it is paramount that you explain that this is now longer allowed. You can read more about this on: http://www.ipata.org/faqs  or here:
https://www.klm.com/travel/gb_en/prepare_for_travel/travel_planning/pets/checklist_pets.htm (last sentences).

You can read all the above also on the official EU website: http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/nocomm_third_en.htm
Do note that rules change often so it is good to keep checking this website.
Lufthansa and KLM are very experienced in taking animals and charge Euro 200 per kennel.  Finair Euro 300 and Qatar takes animals at US$30 per kilo including cage.  With KLM you are allowed to take 2 dogs each of less than 9 kilos in one kennel. With Finair you can take two dogs each weighing less than 14 kilos. KLM allows weight up to 75kg, dog and cage while at Finair this is 50kg.

The only domestic airlines that fly pets are Jet Airways, Spice Jet and Air India. Jet Airways and Spice Jet take maximum 2 dogs, Air India can take more.
 Pets that from India on line-flights will have to get an approval of the local quarantine officer. Most quarantine offices demand to see the animal a few days before departure.  This can be a bit of hassle.

Now if all this sounds too complicated, you can use an agent. I have had excellent experiences with Dr. Choudhary Pet Clinic in Delhi.

	Goa 

Dr. Marylyn Estibeiro, Porvorim, tel: 241 7827

If you fly with Qatar, Samual Dias, email: cargoingoa@gmail.com
	Delhi
 http://www.choudharypetclinic.com 
  +91 - 11 - 24113000   

  +91 - 981 014 7810  
  +91 - 981 833 4540  
drpl@choudharypetclinic.com
	Mumbai
Furry Flyers: export@furryflyers.com
Furry Flyers is very expensive but apparently very good.




For people who are prepared to pay the export but cannot keep the animal in Europe because of whatever reason, there are various organisations that would help rehoming the animals in Europe, especially in the Netherlands, Germany and Scandinavian countries. 
Hopefully this information helps to convince people to take their animals instead of just leaving them behind. 

