EDC 316

Families Around the World Project
Purpose: 
1. The purpose of this assignment is to look at the ways other cultures define family roles and engage in parenting. You will explore cultural variations in family structure, life cycle, functions, and controls; consider the impact of history, values, philosophies, and religions upon families and examine change and adaptations made by families. You will also be looking for the rules and norms that parents TEACH their children that are essential to that culture.

2. You will need to choose a particular culture that you wish to study. You could choose a culture that is similar to the UAE or one that is completely different.
Working Conditions: 
3. Students may work in pairs to gather material and prepare a presentation for the class. You may use Power Point to present but this is not the only presentation design. For example, you may wish to video-tape or film a family that you’re studying or you may invite members to contribute to a class discussion etc. Be creative in your approach.
4. You are to identify a project manager who will take responsibility for keeping the work organized and moving towards completion in a timely manner.

5. While the presentation is expected to be in pairs, the written report is individual. You and your partner may however, use the same resources.

Requirements and Evaluation:

6. Each member of the team must contribute significant effort toward the study and presentation development.

7. Students in the team will report on their own contributions, as well as the contributions of others and all members contribute to the oral presentation.
8. A summary handout or powerpoint notes distributed to classmates.
9. The presentation should be no longer than 15 minutes.
10. Presentations could include the following information:
a. Historical and Cultural Background
b. Traditional and Emerging Family Systems

c. Household size and composition

d. ii.   Socialization of children—what is taught to children by parents and       

iii.       others in parenting roles in this culture?  How is this done?

e. Work relationships and the family—who is responsible for teaching cultural norms and information to the children?

iv. Life-cycle transitions
f. Family strengths and challenges
11. Any other information.
Presentations Dates:  
22, 24 and 26 April
Written Report Due: 
29 April 2007
