Dear Friend/Colleague





19th May 2009
 A Day with the Masters - cultural tourism package, of Kerala Kalamandalam has entered into its sixth year of inception. The program has received high acclaim from the different quarters and is sought after by many a travel company, and travelers. We have envisaged a couple of new items to broaden the package. The enriched package will be an added attraction to the visitors who are culturally well-oriented. Please see below the details of the package. Kindly forward your comments/suggestions to info@kalamandalm.com, or call us at 04884 262305 or 9446944085.

We hope you will continue to extend whole-hearted support and co operation to Kalamandalam as before.
Thanking you

Yours sincerely

Nibha Namboodiri

Project Management Executive

CulturalTourism

Kerala Kalamandalam
KERALA KALAMANDALAM Cultural Tourism Package 
A Day with the Masters

Introduction:

The concept of developing Kerala Kalamandalm as a Cultural Toursim destination was the brain child of Dr. V. Venu, former Director of Public Relations Department, Government of Kerala. Kalamandalam officially launched the tourism package named “A Day With the Masters“ on February 14th 2003.  Since then the package has been attracting hundreds of visitors to our campuses. The program is a window to the world of Kerala’s traditional performing arts viz. Kathakali, Kutiyattam (traditional Sanskrit theater), Mohiniyattam, Thullal and the percussion music. One can watch the artistic skill of both the trainee and the trainer while walking inside the campus at the Vallathol Nagar. 
Highlights of the programme:
Authoritative guidance: 
Trained, professionals will accompany the visitors explaining to them the gross and subtle details of art forms covering their history and development. The interactions between the visitors and the tour-guides  will also extend to the terrains of culture, history, philosophy and science.
Personalised services :
Services of a tour guide/interpreter/assistant will be available during the entire visit.

Live Performances: 
Performances by Kalamandalam artists, will be arranged at the Koothambalam in a traditional ambience.
Flexibility: 
Several categories of programs have been listed below. It is possible to choose any one or combinations of various categories of packages within the “A Day With the Masters Program”.

The ADWM package is functional on all weekday excepting regional, national holidays, strikes or hartals. The campus is open from 9:00 AM till 5:PM. Bookings must be made at least a week in advance .
INSIDE KALAMANDALAM
Kalaries: 

The most interesting aspect of Kalamandalam is a visit to the Kalaries and a close observation of the training of students in dance/theater/music/ face-painting by their teachers. Kathakali, Koodiyattom, Mohiniyattom, percussion instruments and music are some of the major performing art forms being taught here. Kalamandalam continues to follow the traditional Gurukula method of education, which has become practically non-existent in most parts of the country.

Koothambalam:
The Koothambalam or the Art theatre is a magnificent architectural wonder. Built in 1976, the Koothambalam has an impressive history to narrate. What is most unique about the Koothambalam besides its visual appeal, is the experience of being inside it. The Koothambalam  has known to have produced a calming, almost mystical effect on many a visitor. 

Art /Costume Gallery:

Art forms like Kathakali and Kootiyattom have elaborate make up. It takes 2-3 hours for an artist to get prepared for a show. Also the co ordinated efforts of makeup artists, costume managers, stage setters are required for a performance to be completed successfully.  A visit to the Art/costume gallery of Kalamandalam provides a glimpse into the backstage mechanisms and preparations required for conducting a performance. 

Vallathol Samadhi/Museum:

A visit to Kalamandalam is incomplete without an introduction to its  Founder Shri Vallathol Narayana Menon. Vallathol was cremated by the banks of river Nila, to which he was fondly attached. The visitors can offer their respects at the Vallathol Samadhi, in the traditional Indian manner. The Vallathol Museum, provides a glimpse of Vallathol’s life and his achievements as a scholar, poet, activist and social reformer. 

Kalamandalam Sales Counter:

As a part of the Cultural Tourism, a Sales Counter has been set up within the Information Centre. Various publications and CD’s on art and culture of Kerala have been put up for sale. A catalogue of the items is available at the Information centre office 
“A DAY WITH THE MASTERS” PACKAGE CATEGORIES
There are 3 packages available under the “A Day with the Masters” programme.
Package 1 : Guided tour of the campus with/without Lecture/demonstration
Package 2 : Guided Tour with Lecture Demonstration

Package 3 - Guided tour with  demonstration&

live performances :

PACKAGE1 -  GUIDED TOUR OF THE CAMPUS WITH/WITHOUT DEMONSTRATION: 
This package consists of a visit to the various art classes or kalaries , the Koothambalam ( or art theatre), Art Gallery, Museum, and the Vallathol Samadhi. The tour begins at 9:00 AM sharp and may last for 2- 2.5 hours. The Lecture/ demonstration is conducted in the afternoon and an additional fee of 15 $ / person is charged. In the demonstration session there will be academic discussions interspersed with practical demonstrations of various art forms, their history, origin and specialities by the students and teachers of Kalamandalam itself.
Pricing 
 Guided Tour with Demonstration:        35 $/person

Guided Tour without Demonstration:   20$/person

Lunch is optional. There is an additional charge of 5 $/person if lunch is required 

__________________________________________________________
PACKAGE 2 - GUIDED TOUR WITH DEMONSTRATION :
As a continuation of the guided tour, a demonstration can be arranged for those interested. The demonstration will be performed, without full make-up & costuming, by the students of Kalamandalam accompanied by the gifted young artists for the vocal and percussion-music. Along with the demonstration a brief explanation about the art form its history and the theme of the performance will be given, to provide a reasonably good understanding of the finer details of these art forms. 
 To appreciate a Kathakali performance, it is good to know the story and the characters in advance. A general understanding of the mudras (hand gestures) and facial expressions also make it easier to follow the story that is being enacted. Therefore during the demonstration, a few gestures or mudras will be demonstrated along with the basic lessons of expression.  
Programme schedule 
9:00 AM -10:00 AM   -    Visit to the Art Gallery, Museum, 

and the Vallathol Samadhi,

10:00 PM - 1:00 PM  -   Demonstration in the Koothambalam. 
Pricing 
Without lunch : 35$ per head 
(i.e. 20 $ + 15$ additional for Demonstration)
With lunch : 40 $ per head  
               (i.e. 25 $ + 15$ additional for Demonstration)

A minium of 5 members are required for this programme. If less than 5, then the additional expense of the demonstration, which is Rs. 3000, must be met with together by the group or individual.

PACKAGE 3 - GUIDED TOUR WITH DEMONSTRATION &
LIVE PERFORMANCES :
This option is availed between March 30th- June 1st, when the Kalaries are non functional
Live performances of various art forms can be arranged on prior booking ( a week’s notice)
Programme schedule 
9:00 AM -10:00 AM   -    Visit to the Art Gallery, Museum, 

and the Vallathol Samadhi,

10:00 PM - 1:00 PM  -   Demonstration in the Koothambalam
1:00PM-2:00 PM       -   Lunch

2:00 PM- 6:00 PM      -   Preparations for the show.

6:00PM - 8:00 PM      -   Performance

The performances take place between 6:00 PM - 8: 00PM. The visitors can arrive by 3 P.M. as they can watch the preparations, especially make up and costumes being put on by the artists.

Pricing :
The prices for the Guided tour and Demonstration are the same as in Package 2 with additional charges for performances mentioned below. Any one of the performances can be opted.

The rates for various recitals are as follows:

KATHAKALI : 






Rs  8000

MOHINIATTOM/BHARATHANATYAM/KUCHIPUDI : 

Rs. 6500

THULLAL : 







Rs. 3000

KOODIYATTOM: 






Rs. 3000

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILMING
Additional charges are extracted for :

Still Photography of makeup and Performance: 

Rs. 15,000

Filming and Video Recording




Rs. 20,000 / hr.

ETIQUETTE AND RULES TO BE OBSERVED BY THE VISITOR
· Visitors are requested to wear appropriate clothing so as not to offend the sensibilities of the traditional members of faculty or students within the campus.

·  Loose summer wear, with sunglasses, hats/umbrellas is appropriate considering the climate and time of the day.
· Flip Flops or other simple footwear may be used, as visitors will have to constantly put on/remove their footwear as they enter and leave various classes.

· It is best for visitors to be equipped with film, mineral water and other requirements as there are not many shops in the neighbourhood. 
· Visitors are required to maintain respectable silence or keep their voices down, as they approach the classes, to prevent any distraction or disturbance.

· Visitors are requested to stay with the group and stick to the time schedule for effectively conducting the tour.
· The interpreter or staff of the Information Centre may be approached for any help or information. Complaints may also be lodged with the Information Centre office.
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